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1980, he received a baccalaureate degree in
Electrical Engineering from California State
University, Fresno. In 1981, he opened the
Thai House, the First Thai restaurant in Fres-
no. The restaurant has been rated the Best
Thai Restaurant for four consecutive years,
and three times the ‘‘Best Asian Restaurant in
the Valley’’ by the ‘‘Fresno Bee’’. The Thai
House employs more than 40 employees. In
addition to becoming a successful res-
taurateur, Mr. Vatanatham has also made a
significant contribution to our nation’s defense.
In 1988, he joined the U.S. Naval Reserve. In
1989, he was assigned to six month’s active
duty in Subic Bay, the Philippines, where he
served in Operation Desert Shield. He later
served in Bahrain, Saudi Arabia in Desert
Storm. Mr. Vatanatham earned the National
Defense Medal, the Achievement Commenda-
tion Medal, the South West Asian Medal, and
the Kuwait Liberation Medal for his military
service. On the local front, Mr. Vatanatham
has distinguished himself through his chari-
table work and contributions. He makes year-
round contributions to school activities, the
Salvation Army, the Cancer Society, AMVETS,
the March of Dimes, and the American Heart
Association. Now, he volunteers to help build
homes for Habitat for Humanity.

Ms. Ia V. Xiong was born in Highland Laos.
She is the third daughter of seven children.
Her family immigrated to the United States in
1980 when she was 12 years old. Despite the
great number of obstacles that confront South-
east Asian immigrants, Ms. Xiong has distin-
guished herself by becoming a highly success-
ful role model for the Hmong community and
society. In 1992, she became the first Hmong-
American woman to become a teacher in the
Fresno-Clovis Area. Currently, Ms. Xiong
works for Fresno Unified School District as a
bilingual advisor. Previously, she worked six
years with Clovis Unified School District as an
elementary bilingual teacher. At Clovis Unified
School District she designed unique bilingual
reading materials and developed primary lan-
guage support programs for first and third-
grade Hmong students. Ms. Xiong is credited
with developing unique multi cultural learning
activities, such as her popular ‘‘Story Night’’
program. In 1987 Ia V. Xiong published ‘‘The
Gift: A Hmong New Year.’’ This book has be-
come a popular resource for people wanting to
learn more about Hmong culture. Her trans-
lation of ‘‘How The Farmer Tricked The Evil
Demon,’’ has become another favorite among
bilingual teachers who work with Hmong stu-
dents. Ia V. Xiong is active in community serv-
ice. She currently serves as a board member
for the Fresno Center for New Americans. She
is also past President of the Association of
California School Administrators, Region IX,
and is an active participant of the Hmong Lan-
guage Institute. Ms. Xiong is married to
Chalee Xiong. They are blessed with two
young boys, Kien and Vincent.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that I
congratulate Dr. Man J. Cha, Dr. Walter Fung,
Dr. Toyoko Mae Takahashi, Mr. Sutee
Vatanatham, and Ms. Ia V. Xiong for being
recognized as the KSEE 24 and Companies
that Care 1998 Portraits of Success Honorees
in celebration of Asian-American Heritage
Month. I applaud the contributions, ideals, and
leadership they have exhibited in our commu-
nity. I ask my colleagues to join me in wishing
these fine individuals many more years of suc-
cess.
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Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, it seems that
the ‘‘Mexico City’’ policy will continue to be an
item of contention between the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Clinton Administration.
This Member hopes the President will recon-
sider his hard-line opposition to the ‘‘Mexico
City’’ policy, but that appears unlikely. As
demonstrated during the Reagan years, there
are family planning organizations which do not
perform abortions that can implement the
international family planning programs.

Accordingly, this Member commends to his
colleagues an excellent editorial which ap-
peared in the Norfolk (Nebraska) Daily News,
on May 12, 1998.

VETO PROMISE NOT WARRANTED

ON ABORTION MATTER, UNITED NATIONS POLICY
CONSISTENT WITH REPUBLICANS

Most Americans are accustomed to meet-
ing their obligations, even those made on
their behalf by politicians and statesmen
with whom they may disagree. The dues pay-
ment that the United States provides (or has
refused to pay in full in the past) to the
United Nations is one of those obligations.
The arrears should be paid.

A long battle to reduce the size of that an-
nual assessment, to get the U.N. to be less
wasteful and more accountable, was won last
year. A compromise was reached, the pay-
ment of nearly $1 billion in back dues has
been approved by Congress.

President Clinton, who favors the pay-
ment, threatens to veto the bill, however. It
is because the Republican majority in Con-
gress succeeded in aiding language to the ap-
propriations bill that would preclude any of
the federal funds from being used by inter-
national family planning organizations
which advocate abortion.

Judging by the slim margin of victory for
the measure in the Senate a few days ago
(51–49), President Clinton could expect to be
sustained in his veto action. That would
leave the dues unpaid, of course.

Undesirable as it may be to attach special
conditions to this sort of appropriations
measure, the president needs to back down.
Any one of these three reasons is enough.

1. The United Nations itself has adopted a
policy consistent with that which the GOP
majority is attempting to emphasize. In 1984,
at an international conference related to
population control, it affirmed this policy:
‘‘Abortion is never to be promoted as a
means of family planning.’’

2. Planned Parenthood and other organiza-
tions which are involved in this field have
adequate means to promote their own poli-
cies without tapping either the resources of
the American government or the United Na-
tions.

3. The bitter and unreconcilable divisions
in America about when, or if ever, abortion
is acceptable, should mean that no money
obtained from mandatory tax levies should
be used for such procedures unless there is
virtually unanimous approval.

That the procedure is legal in America,
under a variety of conditions approved by
the Supreme Court and set forth in law, does
not mean that public funds must follow. Pri-
vate funding for those who choose abortion
should be demanded.

President Clinton should not be allowed to
claim that his congressional opponents on
the abortion issue are voting, in effect, to pe-

nalize the U.N. by refusing to give him a
spending bill without any strings attached.
The conditions imposed are not only a valid
expression of the congressional majority’s
views on an important issue related to inter-
national affairs, but also consistent with
U.N. policy.
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U.S. POLICY ON KOSOVO

HON. LEE H. HAMILTON
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 12, 1998

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, the situation
in the province of Kosovo in the Federal Re-
public of Yugoslavia is tense and volatile. It is
getting worse by the day.

The United States and its allies and part-
ners in the contact group are attempting to
achieve the right combination of incentives,
pressures and sanctions to induce Yugoslav
President Milosevic to abandon the use of
military force and repression and start a nego-
tiation without preconditions with the leaders
of the Kosovo Albanians. The goal of these
talks would be a return of the region’s former
autonomy and a clarification of the future sta-
tus of the region within Serbia and the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia.

At the same time, it is also necessary to
make clear to the leaders of the Kosovo Alba-
nians and to the Albanian people of Kosovo in
general that the United States and its partners
in the contact group do not support independ-
ence of Kosovo as a realistic solution to this
crisis. It is not at all clear that the people of
Kosovo are getting this message as loudly
and clearly as they should. This is the em-
phatic message that visiting Italian Prime Min-
ister Prodi conveyed to the Administration and
the Congress during his state visit here last
week.

In late March I sent a letter to National Se-
curity Advisor Sandy Berger setting forth my
policy concerns and suggestions for adjusting
U.S. policy in the Kosovo crisis. These sug-
gestions included the need for the Administra-
tion to continue to work closely with our allies
in the contact group and to state unequivocally
and clearly that the United States does not
support independence for Kosovo—that a so-
lution for Kosovo must be found consistent
with the territorial integrity of Serbia and the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia.

Mr. Berger’s response to this letter is very
helpful in clarifying U.S. policy on this and
other key issues involved in the Kosovo prob-
lem. Specifically, in the letter Mr. Berger con-
firms that ‘‘. . . the difficulties in Kosovo can-
not be solved through the use of force. We
have made it clear that we do not support se-
cession or independence for Kosovo, and that
Kosovar Albanians must pursue their legiti-
mate human rights grievances peacefully.’’

Mr. Speaker, I believe my colleagues will
find my exchange of letters with National Se-
curity Advisor Berger to be helpful in clarifying
Administration policy on Kosovo and in formu-
lating their own views on the continuing crisis
in that region. For this reason I am inserting
both in the Record at this time. The text fol-
lows:
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